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every savage who begins to make a tool is exempli-
fying some mechanical principle which will not be
put into accurate and abstract language till countless
generations have passed.    Every one at the present
day who is using his wits is philosophising after a
fashion, and is contributing towards the advancement
of philosophy.     He is increasing the mass of still
more or less chaotic knowledge, the whole of which
is to that philosopher what the particular set of facts
is to the student of physical science.   The philosopher
has not to evolve first principles out of himself, so
much as to discover what are the principles which
have been unconsciously applied; to eliminate the
obsolete elements ; to bring the new into harmony ; to
verify them, or describe how they may be verified; and
so to work towards the unification and systematisa-
tion of knowledge in general.   Probably he will make
a great many blunders in his task;   but it may be
some comfort to reflect that even blunders are often
useful, and that he is not in the terribly responsible
position of really framing laws for the universe or for
man, but only of clearing up or codifying the
which are already in operation.